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In regard to the cleverly written article, "Birth of = Notion", I dis-
agree with the idea entirely. Of course, I am well aware that it was meant
to be humourous, but even so, I suspect an underlying current of seriousness
there. Just why should Ackerman burden himself with a wife and children? Of
all the #§%&8¢~ nonsense! With these added responsibilities, he would have
to curtail his ective interest in Fandom to & great degree, and spend most of
his time with his nose to the grindstone, eking out o living for his depend-
ents. Acky mey heve = nose for news, but it wasn't bullt for a grindstone!

And mzny people seem to have faith in thnt old adage, "like father,
like son", but in many cases, this is not true. How many children of famous
seientists, asuthors, artists, musicians, or other well known personalities
heve inherited the genius of thoir parentst I venture to predict that the
same would be true in Ackerman's cese, I doubt whether any of his children
(if he should bring any into this world), would ever become a pillar of
strength in Fandom, or oven have & more than ordinary interest in science
fiction,

A great many of you like to consider Fandom as & sort of glorious soci-
ety, which will live on forever, "Long live Fendom!" you cry, and suppose
that the children will carry on in the tradition (219) of their parents.

This enthusiasm is very admirable, but will the children realise the fond
hopes of their doting fathers and mothersy The reading and collecting of
science fiction end eerie, unusual literature, etc., is a hobby, like any-
thing else, be it horse racing, collecting stamps, painting, sculpture, or
music. There will always be enough peopls in the world to become imterested
in 21l of these hobbies, and in many cases, the most avid enthusissts develop
a taste for their particulsr subject on their own initietive, end not under
the influence and guidence of their clders, Take me, for instance. No one

in my family cared for anything in the fantastic line, in fact, a preference
for such things was considered somsthing to be rather eshamed of. Yet, fanci-
ful tales and ecrio motion pictures and readio broadcasts alweys appealed to me,
ever since I was knee high to a witches! broomstick, I certainly wouldn't ad-

vocate bringing a child into the world on the slim chance that he might devel-
op tastes similar to his father's,

I strongly suspect that fan activity is Ackerman's main raison d'étre in
life., As long as he is happy the way he is, why change him? What is the use
of having children anyway, and thereby incremsing one!s struggles for o decent
existence and happiness in this worldfy One's only ultimate goal is death,
This thought is not so difficult to bear, when one allows one's self to be de-
luded into believing one of the hundreds of delightful, soothing fairy tales
invented by the mind of men concerning life after death, but if one happens to
be an atheist, as Forrest claims that he is--it is no wonder that he refrains
from bringing children into this world!

Fantasy, to me, is an escape and refuge from the troublesome, work-a-day
world, and I am sure that it is the same for many other fen., Since Forrest
Ackerman is a steadfast leader in Fandom, snd a prolifigcontributor to Fantasy,
the problem then, is not to "find Ackerman an Ackerwomsn", but (elthough this
is not a "problem", since the great Forrest J shows no inclination of for-
saking Fendom) "how to retgip such a valuable personality in the realms of
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THIS IS NO JOKING MATTER! VOM MAY NOT MEET A MONTHLY SCHEDULE AFTER ALL, AND
FOR THE VERY BEST REASON IN THE WORLD: LACK OF LETTERS! IT MAY BE THAT THERE
IS NOT THE DEMAND FOR "THE FORUM OF FANDOM" EVERY 4 WKS. IF S0--S0 BE IT. WE
DON'T WANT TO ENCOURAGE SPACE-FILLING HACKORRESPONDENCE, WITHER, 80, IN FUTURE
THE NUMBER OF NORMALETTERS WILL SET THE PACE., NEYT NO.: MILTY, BLOCH, NITKA--
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B R Porcupine, QOntario, Canada, takes her

e to o Al %&;ﬁi_gﬁ’Hggd to gcrgtch out a dispatch: '"CGreetings, Oh,

L7 Great Ones,"-~ Said she, with an irreverant tongue in her
cheek, For Ghuness snakes it gives me Ghu's pimples when I ponder on the ideas that
emanate from the shores of the blue Pacificl! Must we blame it on the Chamber of
Commerce, the California climate, or the fact that that section of U.S,A. is said to
have once becn part of long lost Lemurie which gave birth to many queer things?
(Quocrest of which was o little Shaver¥)

.~ e R P e e P P Pt B

Isn't sunny Californie the state from which
that septuagenarian doctor was bragging that his young wife was due to present him
with an offspring which owed its start in life to en injection concoctcd from the
lcaves or bark of the cherry trecy (§gy, didnt a cherry tree figure prominently in
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the life of Geo Washingtont Do U spose that's why he grow up to be Father of"his

Gountryy) ~That was some years back and I never did Rear The end of the story.
"""""" Do my
eyes deceive me or is there not a plot in the offing (gg. the plot is located in the
cemetary) to star Acky in the role of herdsire to a neWw bried of catflé™ (génus homn=
$8p)% Better get somcone to coach Tigrina in her ncefarious (gagggryggg?) arts so she
cen cook him up a hol(l)pmate. (To take mo on a cook's tour of fadeS, no dout.) I'm
surc no ordinary mortel could £ilI7tAe"BiIl &nd™ 1 cant s¢C the angels hob-nchbing
with our superman (no, that really woud play hob with things, woudnt it), sincc he
refuses to belicve In anything so orthodox, (Do angéls bolicve in AckSrmant Ne!
Thon why shoud Ackerman beliecve in aggels?) can't you cotech a femalo fwhg - méy  Say
IfNTcﬁgleENﬁs;o~EBGST5~p53§ﬁgﬁfa:~I~coﬁaﬁt ¢ven coteh a common cold!) from those elu-
sive"Eribos of “supermen who arc supposcd to 1ive in thé sScret fastnesses of the
Rockics? (SEEE% EEESB her Comin!' 'Round the Mountoin, as it woro?) To belicve Ind-

icn tales tHEF Ard Een Feet ™ tall with muselcs to moteh, (MuscISs to mateh? Ged,

L P

sounds likc theyve got museles to burn!) Think of it - new longuegé {(yeoh, we™il

e ~ ~

publish z mag in It callcod Amazon vs) - new blood lines (boy, they coud afiord e
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quirt ot clorct”for ths Blood Bamk) ote cte.

DT R

Hoven't heard any details of their men-

dencer, (I believe her naome was Duncan, the same one was was strongicd in Frence sc-
vorel yoars later when the scarf shu was wearing become centangled in the wheols of
hor cuto) (the moral beings Avoid forecign entanglemonts!) She asked Shaw 17 he
would fether her child, Implying tThat™en offspring with™his brain and her body
couldn't help but be something super, Shaw declined on the grounds that the result
of such a union would be just as apt to have her brein and his body.

. Congrats on the
covers of Vom #37, especially the one on the front (Beaumont). The bacover gives me
the feeling of Fu-Manchu on the prowl, but the front onée 1s something else again. It
is really SOMETHING., You'd have to be a lsme brain if you didn't find o few science
fiction ideas (present, past, and future) trickling through your think tonk after me-
ditating on that cover,

By the way, I wish Tigrinc would be a little more expliecit.
All these¢ vopgue hints on black megic and devil worship in her letters add up to lit-
tls more than zero. Has she even a remote idea of what either would imply* Why harp
on the QL&%E side, why not strive for the gool of a WHITE magiciany So far as I cen
find ou® ThE chief differcnce lies in the MOTIVE behind the dosire. A black megicion
thinks only of SELF and the power he can wield over other beings., A WHITE magician
works with Nature cnd uses his powers for the good of mankind. This is & cohesive
and not the disruptive power of the black mngician. Surely we have cnough disruption
with us now without striving to add to iti!!

If Tigrine is secking people who have

had so-called occult experiences, your own neck-of-thc-woods should be a fruitfal
hunting ground (U mean haunting ground, don't U¥ ﬁﬁﬁllfiﬁﬁ Selfish being “hat we

arc, we'll havo Boapply a 111 o' That 0I5"Black Magic to this™oute 11T 4rid% 57 see
I we"canTt " Swoongeli Rer™ints That nlekInglof—fntZwoods of Which spenk, spe.d [or-
rest). T IfTwe cin bSIiS¥E ouT nows riporters thé California woods must T& £017 o0
such creaturcs. (Yos, but romember--thistll bole U over--"Two's compony. tree's o
crowdi") 1I'd suggest sho réad a copy of the "hccI of Rebirth" a™novel by H.¥. chal-
Tonsr (Ridor & Co. Paternostor Row, England) This book is a good addition to ony
fan's library. It deals with a sceries of reincarnations (big greincarnations are my
favorite flower --just call me Pistil Pnckin' Poppy) from the days of AtIantis right
up to the prcscnt time.  Thero I§~§T3n€§~3f~fosapfor thought no matter what your ap-
proach,

For those who like the mystic touch the "Wingéd Phorooh" is cnother good
novel (rcully good or just Phoraohly goody). It is & more rocont issuc than the
"Wheol"l " Proctically the whole book dédls with the super sensoes. I haven't seen ei-
thor book muntioncd by fem but you arc missing somothing if you dont read them, In-
cidentally - this Pharaoh was a fem:slell! (Any relation to Little Egyptt Isat she
SR s R W e o gy el ";;55" E 4 /”“:;(:?”
puts in his 2 scents' worth from 1303 Mystery St ﬁfgq“*>éz’ : ’L’/Tﬁ’&*4f'
Aew Qrlegns 19, Las Thore is too much jozz and politiccl discussion in #39 to suit
mu.i sciontific or occult discussion would bg more fitting.I thought fons had to much
sense to be fascists or other-ists.

In Fentcosy News Palmer (editor, Amozing Storvs)
reised the devil (o demomstraticn, eh¥) becnuso the fans didnT€ read the Shaver stor—
ics.I don't know whether or not you'™Ve read them,but if you hoven't,you're missing
something.It shcould be interesting to the sciontificnlly minded among the fans,

to go mow. (This se¢ems to be a common reacticn with many fans after roading Shaver )#
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TLE o
Fi i EHAZ,, — Senadifil DOl QVOrSods comments on ish #36: I'd like to
GNY LR onpratulate you on the demonic faccs on thu cover. Rogers
spceimen must be benutiful when he smiles, Hove scen a lip like that in a comlc Pages
Tlothor (Horryhsuscn's) is Gorgontua, isn't ity (If we committed ourselvos, W¢ might
wind up bohind the ape ball.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ SR This issuc leads off with = cartoon by Tigrina. last
onc I saw hed Witch Haozul sccking o pecket of long pins (EEES it wasnt long punse ).
Very refincd devil--wonder why the knife (wgy, Eg cgE EEE gegil'g fggé, QEEQEEEQT).
Noxt time ho'll wesnr the spike on his tail”2nd AUrt ™theTcunt¥s feclings.
Speer refers
to Spenish stf. Wish the title hod been montioncd. Germon -nd French I knOW’Of! SOME 5
en@ 1've gornercd a cortain cmount of Itnlisn. Onc volume of it was o tronslation
from the Slovic. "Abissi Ardenti" ("Shining Abyss-cs"?) by N. Muhonof.
"""""" ToAd 03 Speaking of
Universalanguages—--hove you chocked up on Inkerglossc, by Irnceolot Hogben. A Policon
book. (British) i chock on descriptions suggests that it lacks some of the flaws po-
scssed oven by the well-belovid Esporento. Less graceful to lock at than that--cnn't
speck for the sound--it is concisc as English and copable of pictographic reproduc-
tion. Only copy I have scen was in a canteen, and os I was in transit I couldn't draw
it., (Esp'istoj! Wi Sus ricovis komunikcjon c¢n Esp'o do Fronciol--la unuan de post
1r komenco do la milito. ~Sfo Hug. Picudopard, 6 rue dc Bupcaume, Maromme, S. lnl.,
Flus_»" Agc, Tnstruss I8 Iinevon ol Normandomoj k deziras por sicy studantod korospondent-
0jn.
= Re lotter from Wilson--tcll him a slit-trencn has it all over a fox-hols for
comfort, Tokoes o bit morc work, meybo--but well worth thu slight extra cost. A
Missc
the vomuidinsy I sce. A slight improvement...less paper wastode...Tigrina sounds more
miturc., Two years in the nether regions should have some such effect,

Thoroughly a-
groc thet Bill Tomple's lotter is onc of the botter things Vem has had. If you've
printed anything better it wasn't in the all-too-fow copics I!'vc seen. It is possible
that I enn rend o shade decpor into it then some who hoventt been quite as closec to
the uttorly fantastic rculities this war business grofts onto existance. Would be
willing to forgive you almost ony number of vomnidens for morc such letters, but not
cvorybody con write them,

Wish I could. #
CPL GUS WILLMORTH holds forth from an

APQ: Fenkindi- After reading the Leney supplement of VoM 38, I wondered for a while
whet the hell all of the shouting was about. Out of a half dozem or so publications
thet have arrived here emmanating from La (and ¢lsewhere) there scems to be an intol-
erable large amount of people (mostly Lancy) vaporizing about the mke-up of our so-
cicty as a whole, No discredit to Lancy, but it strikes me that this led is doing a
lot of shricking, wailing, sand moaning whilc follwing along after the rest of the
boys. Who, in turn, cursc lancy, cach othor for cursing lLeney, and sveryone for not
cursing one anothcr.

For meny months (grown into years now) there has beoen & lot of
discussion concerning organization in fandom., Thot is to sey, morec relatively than
therc was beforc; end thiss all ranging from Slen Shack Schemes, and Cosmic Cirele
Crud, to genersl attempts to definc the sociology of fandom as see this article of
Leney's,  Since everyonc is saying something about this, I bog that I be allowed to
shove my own oar in.

I find it difficult to argue with Lancy. Therc is something so
vory logical about our Frinkic's writing cven while ho terrs thc stuffings out of the
so called !'stofnists', that I find it difficult to refute any of nis statements dir-
cetly. So, I shnll try to agrec with the guy but will try to apply a more detailed
doseription of fandom than he. It scems to me to be rathor hersh whon one clossifics
a fan as being just a 'fan'! or a 'stefnist! as Loncy dovs, Instead there is & logic-
ol system of degreos of being 'slan', Onc becomes o reader; then a fan (i.c.y ac-
cepts the subjoct of fantasy for an avocation); he becomes active iy one or more ways;
and mny eventually gradunte from the primery interost in fantesy literature to sole
interest in the people and socicvty of fandom. There is e¢ver possibility thot a per-
son may halt his progress at any phose or degree of advancement. Hence, all differ-
ent types of fans. You eonnot call a politiciacn an alien just beconuse he is no long-
er interested primarily in tilling the soil and rip his citizenship eway from him, -
There may be some question ns to where advoncement ends and degeneration begins, but
I feecl thet my definition of « fan is true even though the fen in guestion may have
advanced his interests so far the he completcly divorced himself from interest in the
motivetions of the fan world and into the larger society of the nation or world,

I per-
sor:1ly find trick nomes (stefnist, imdom, ctc) as repulsive gener~1ly as Ianey hii--
sclf does—--but I love my own. I class mysclf as being a fantast--one who is inter-
¢sted in fantasy, im.ginative literature, escapist fiction of o certain type---(I
heve some realization that fontast is a diseredited term, but it appenls to me as hav-
ing some semantic sense)--cnd the agreogriate of the persons in the society as being
Fandomonia. Instecad of thinking of the persons in Fandomanic as being of the 'fan!
type or of the *stcfnist! type, I classify them according to the particular phase of
activity they arc interested in, such as bibliophile, writcr, artist, poet, publisher,
colleetor, cte, much as u person in ordincry life would be clrssed as a lawyer, doct-
or, engineer, or laborer. Evyn where o person is interested in many aspects of the
gome this method has a clarifying effect upon pursonalitics and their position in
Fondomania, if you con sce what I meon. To czll a porson a Weirdist is comparable to
c;lligg him a Frenchman, or a scicnco-fictionist a German--just a matter of a broader
cl&§51fioution. Bven steting that o person is o bibliophilc may be using a classifi-
cetlon too brocd. He might be primarily interested in collating .and collecting ghost
storics or interplanctaries. To say thot a man is an engineer is apparently an exact
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connotation, be even there he can be classified as a radio, electricsal,

e¢lectronic, civil, or archatectural engineer, I hope that I make myself clear---you
cannot stuff cnyone into o pidgeonhole labeled fan or stefnist and have him there,
The stefnate may be & sociological aspeet of Fandomania, but it is not going to be
Fondomonia in itself, Get me? And as far as I con see there is no place where you
can drow o line and say "This holf is fandom; this helf is stefnate,"

What has Jack
Speer done to impress friend Loency so profoundly? For the last five or six years,
I've interteinced o very poor opinion of Spoer's blitherings and sce no reason to
change at this stoge in the geme, The ego-boo expressed in the Facyclopedia doesn't
help scid impression greatly, but in that book the fine hands of Ackerman and several
others aro quite apparent as well so thore is not much to be saoid on Speer's faulti-
ness of reporting there.

I disliko laney's rcefercnce to the 'stercotyped! Scicnce-fic-
tionist. Perheps it is a casc of the truth hurting, but I like thce think of the
group ns being extremsly liberal in expression. Sure, if a guy says something that
somecone ¢lse does not like he is going to be kickeds struck, and spet upon, but the
fcllow has a chance to hit back until he is completely submerged, or until he cither
wins his point, or the argument wears off, ---- Anywoy, what's wrong with anarchy?

I do agree with Laney in saying that the Fancyclopedia is merely the crude fore-
runner of much better things to come., There is a vast difficulty in a volumne of
this sort being compiled by onc person, Not orly is there a large possibility that
much will be missed by the expericnce of the fan doing the compiling, but the view-
point is licble to be rather badly warped. Such a history, dictionary, cncyclopedia,
or whatever you wish to call it, should be undertoken by a group rether than by an
individwal., Scveral things of this sort have fallen through--witness "Who's Who of
¥Fandom™ or whoatever it wase--cither through the unco-operativeness of fans, or
through finsl disinterost or inability of the operator. A group isavle to be impros-
sive enough to get material from contributors, supply suitoble advertising, and do
the nececessory work much morc ocsily than would o single person. However, with
Specrt's work for inspiration thero is certain to bec something better appear sooner or
later,

5till, Mr. Lancy, thore is some merit in the length of scrvice of some of the
fons., And I don't think thot the offorts of the youngsters cre entirecly unepprecia-
tod,

I don't got Laney's continuous harping upon the subject of the sexual futility of
fens. Thore is some evidence that might indicate that all fans aren't similarly af-
flicted., 1Is the FTLaniac a flustrated many 'Twouldn't seem so, what with wives ond
kids and things. Perhaps FTL is looking for some sceandal--—-how about this Chicago
affair(s)? Some of the wandoring wolves visiting LA seemed to be getting around to---
Of coursc, it is obvious to formulate tho theory that fenmmen should be shy regarding
wenches, It is usually understood that persons leading studious existanccs amongst
books ond bockish subjocts and poople are not exactly tho best of social dogs. Does
the honorable one waut the simplc fan to stand on top of the hill beating his chest
and screaming triumphantly at the stars if he happens to lay a hand to a becoming bit
of pulchritude¥ Most men don't go around boasting of sexual relationships. 1In an
intellectucl society such ege boosting isn't necessary for other accomplishments are
more highly prized. And aside from that how does one explain away the Laney's, the
Widner's, the Eldert's, the White's, and who knows how many more? Ole morried charac-
ters likc the Ashley's and Dunklnbergert!s should be able to refute your assertions of
fan's inability to get datcs,

I am not certain that a poll would do so very much good
in making any decisions in this problem though discussion is very interesting, but if
it is felt thet there is o necessity for the poll answers, I'd cast mine as saying
that the torms uscd in Laney's article were inadequate, superfluous, and hardly ap-
plicable., I consider myself a funtast, I consider laney a good guy full of fout;
and I think that this discussion will make VoM an intercsting fan publicetion again
after all of thesc mediocre issucs just past,

If I secem to have spoken harshly concer-
ning 'fen' Leney, it is becausc his is the only article worth noting in the contents
of this VoM, cnd I only hope that this will slip some slag into the flux of his mind.

P.S. So sox is practically juvenile, Captain Braziery He-uck, he-uck, heheh, BOY,
do I enjoy Jjust being o kidl!!!

And I think that for a Funtast that STF and fontasy
arc the normel state of affairs; everything else is subnormolesec.. #

O
OK% , JOE KENNEDY of 84 Baker Ave, Dover, NJ, rites advising all Vompires to
watch out for wooden stakes, commenting: Vom #3595 an exceptional issue, all
told, and I find myself forced to agree that the sheet is definitely on the
upswing again. Now let's see you maintain this standard, wot? The absense
oflvomaids (or at least the redyction qf space devoted to 'em) is a vast improvement,
. Tasert pun in space provided: ii-pun_JJ

Dick Wilson: The use of phonograph records
as alerm clocks must certainly must be a step forward in the annals of progress.
Think of the commercinl possibilities in this field. Recordings might be made in var-
ious lengths, depending upon length of snoozc desircd, with the ringing of an alarm
bell at the end of the sclection, to awsken the sleeper. Ah, mustn't get mercenary
here. .

Warncr: Try loose-leaf notebooks for storing fanzines, if you're not ad-
versc to punching & few holss in the precious copies. MNumbercd or lettored alphabeti-
cally ond stored in a closed book-case or music cabinet, the mags stay clean, and on
hand for rcady refercnce.

Kepner's article was, of course, execllent. The system of
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classification for fan interests is intriguing, Why not take him up on
the poll ideat% Results might prove of unusual interest.

I'm more than a little sur-
prised that the name of Reymond Scott has yet to sppear in these musical discussions.
For those whosc melodic tastes run to the extraordinary, I highly recommend these Co-
lumbia platters by the Raymond Scott Quintet (actuelly six men! ): WAR DANCE FOR
WOODEN INDIANS (36316), POWERHOUSE (36311), SIBERIAN SLEIGHRIDE (36121), and DINNER
MUSIC FOR A PACK OF HUNGRY CANNIBALS (36258), You may find these difficult to ob-
tain, altho onc of Scott's last sides with his lerge band, KODACHROME (Decca 18276)
is also typical of his stuff, These waxings are marked by a nervous, static beat, a-
mazing technical perfection, and weirdly fentastic intricities of phrasing., They've
long been zmong my favorites.

I hereby go on record (!) as being in favor of the le-
gel size. . .it's a welcome change from the inevitable run of 8-1/2x11. Saves page
turning, too, not to mention the advantages to the chap who does the handle-turning.#

A good SPOT for g letter from FRAN (Chicken Pox) L4NEY of 1005 W 35 Pl, LA I:
After having mulled over the various comments brought out by my "Sociological As-
pects”, I am most struck by one thing common to nearly all the comments---a foilure
%o realise that I did not at any time intend that fandom snd the stefnate should be
considercd as two completely sepnrate groups, Since everyone secmed to miss my mean-
ing on this point, I can only conclude that I did not express that mecning intellig-
ebly So by way of clarification: all or nearly all of the characters in our fleld
have somsthing of the fan in them and something of the stefnist. If the fan scoms
predominate I would classify them as fens; if the stefnist, then 1 would clessify
them as stefnists.

The chief purpose of the article was twofold: (1) an attempt at
satire (which evidently did not jell for Mr. Kepner et least, judging from the wny he
seemsd to toke my setiric remarks about stefnists as dead serious!) and (2) an at-
tempt at preliminary enalysis of e phonomenon many have brought to my attention: Why
is it that so many fans seem to have 1littlo or no interest in stf-weird-fantasy?

Af -
ter carofully reading it, I could find little to disagree with in Kepmer's STEFNIST
MANIFESTO., While I can't logically hold it ageinst him for refusing to use "stef-
nist" in the sense I did---especially in view of the fact that Mr. Speer, who doubt-
less has the word copyrighted, does not wish it used either---I still can't help re-
gretting Jimmy's failure to use some term that would make less confusion than fan and
"Fan", He weakened his article by not doing so. His classification is of course the
seme as mine except more subdivided (#l, 2, 9--fandom; 3, 4, 5, 6y 7y By stefnistic)
His application of it seems pretty sad, but naturally this is something only the per-
son being classified can be accurate with., His classification leads me to beleive
that there might legitimately be three groups: fans:l, 2, 9; stefnists: 4, 5, %, 8;
and fnas of fandom: 3, 6) (Omighod! First Knanves, then Mrytle Douglas, now--fnas!
Are U a fna? Are their any fontymologists™in the housé=~is fma, as we suspect, a mo-
dornization of An anciont namey  Homembor--"Phni the Phoenician"?) ((No chargs for
516, Ydines)) ™ -

And Kepner neced gever meke ony smart remarks about me and my snide
remarks--which generally are snide simply because there is an uncomfortable modicum of
truth beneath them--after he does identically the samo thing with his repeeted mention

of "bobbysox"! #
‘ Rew-ster Booster ROSCO WRIGHT writes: At long last this creature
pens & letter to VOM, with the fond hope that it may do more good then damage, though

it pe many demn-ages err its words take affect!
' First a brief expression of how I
feel about the whoal thing:
I look upon fandom and its phezes as a fascinating, some-
what educational hobby through which I may develop and express my, creations, ideas
and feelings while cssociating with souls kindred, semi-kindred and anti-kindred!

When I was bettween 14 and 16 it was & titanic factor in my 1life, and it has dons
me good and perhaps will due more good in the future now that I'm accepting it on more
moderate and plausable grounds, holding it as vi?Wed in the prececding peragraph,

I'm
not building up to an announcement of withdrawal from fanactivity, on the contrary I'm
indiceting a prolonged moderate activity. There are too meny bonfires of activity
that burn their fuel cnd dle in disgust at an early moment., As for myself I have my
future to consider and such cholece items as my carier and soonecr or later a family--so
I recon I'l]l have the most fun if I putter nw und with fandom the the rest of my npat-
urzl life, not a beehive of activity and pot & drone.

I never wrote this letter to
give hope to those who either like or dislike either my art or my stories, My idea is
simply this:

Most fans consider fandom a hobby, but too many of them put not only
their heart and soul but their conciet and predjudice into it. I think that if some
of those looked upon it a little more as t¢n ¢xcellent hobby rather than as a self glo-
rifier or life blood, they could better tolerate the various irritations of their fel-
low fans, znd therc would result a more peacefull fendom,

/] Such I have written in all

sincerity - take it for what it may be_worth, /
A 'R

/) ?9} N

_ 7 \&



CHICKED

A Pundango Publication
(Subsidiary ot Ague-olyte)
Dessicated to
FranciSLANey
by Js4

We returnd trom a cornsultation with the Voice ot the Tigri-=nation
to tind an alarming letter in our matl vox. Signd, succinctly, burb,
it reads

Dear #2 Face:

| never thought that you, 4sj, would ever be the one
to obstruct the creation of fannish historya

But you did, and | will explain. You knew | would.
Now that Lanzy is down with chickenpox, it looked

likz a hyper opportunity to put out a one-shot tanzine
for him on the order ot Ack on His Back. Ot course, you

and | were the logical onzs fo do if.
Then, Laney and | having put out Ack etc, and you
and | having put out A Pox on Lanzy, you and Laney could

sit around and wait for mz fo cCafch scarlet fever or
mumpsssein the case of the tirst you could have called
N g - o e L the latter caszessosuheeawell,
somz clever Ackermannish titles (Mumps the Wordl)

~~~~~

Durbee goes aon to explain how he attempted to contact me in corn-
junction with the «creation ot a pun=shotl one-shot tanzine, or punzine,
for our pixilated, or, in this case, poxilated, phan phriend. W e re-
gret that Burbee coud not get in touch with us, and that we ¢ an '
get a touch trom, rather, get in touch with, Burbee. Isobel (he lives
by the sweat of his frau) intorms us her hubby has a bad colt, and will
not be able to risk, straining his throat-for Vox Pop, tor tear ot get-
ting hoarse. As U all know, therez is nothing worse than a Charlite
hoasrse. (No relation to the motion picture of thz same name, "Three
Fzn on a Foxorse™.)

But enuf about Burbee, let us turn to our stricken chicken, Laney.
A culleection of miscelANEYous puns...
FT'S A LONG LANEY THAT HAS NO' TURN ING--
That's what we always save.
What do U always say?

THERE 15 NO TkUTH TO THE KUMOK THAT F. TOWNER LANEY 1S A SEUDONYM FOR
"SCREW" LEWLS GADGE TT, AUTHOR OF "QUIGGY BANK".

News Jtem of 19603 "Sandra Laney to Star in Technicholera, a gaga saga
Riased on 'Fever Amber'. Sandra plays the r8le of Sandy Hardy."

THERE 15 NO TRUTH TO THE RUMOR THAT LANEY WILL PUBLISH A FRANCYCLOPEDIA

On thz other hand, it has been contirmd that the Fancyclopedia will not
publish Laney.

Remember the rcoster who worz red spots.

This has been a 1-Shot-at-Punrise Publication, come from Pox #6475
Mztropollutint® Station, and dedicated te the proposition fhat altl men
arz created. evile Evit as U & I, Hoping this will cure U ot the Hot
Spots, enigmatic Franaticl!

(Composzd on Friday the [3th)
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